North Dakota Law Review
Volume 25

Number 3

Article 7

1949

Law School News
O. H. Thormodsgard

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.und.edu/ndlr
Part of the Law Commons

Recommended Citation
Thormodsgard, O. H. (1949) "Law School News," North Dakota Law Review: Vol. 25 : No. 3 , Article 7.
Available at: https://commons.und.edu/ndlr/vol25/iss3/7

This Note is brought to you for free and open access by the School of Law at UND Scholarly Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in North Dakota Law Review by an authorized editor of UND Scholarly Commons. For more
information, please contact und.commons@library.und.edu.

LAW SCHOOL NEWS
On February 5, 1949 the following six law students were
awarded the law degree: William M. Beede of Elgin was
granted the Juris Doctor degree. Elmo T. Christianson of
Cavalier; John 0. Garass of Williston; Donald R. Hansen of
Fargo; Richard W. Hansen of Fargo; and Herman Weiss of
Grand Forks received the Bachelor of Law degree.
On June 10, 1949, seven students were granted the Juris
Doctor degree. The Juris Doctor degree is awarded to those
students whQ have received an acceptable college degree at
least two academic years prior to the completion of their law
studies and who have maintained a high scholastic record
throughout the course in law. Those students were: Dudley W.
Butts of Jamestown; Robert Allen Case of Delamier; Melvin
M. Christianson of Oberon; Francis E. Foughty of East Grand
Forks, Minnesota; William G. Gehrke of Ambrose; Ernst N.
Paul of Bismaick; John A. Staples of Fargo.
The following students received the Bachelor of Laws degree: Lynn W. Aas of Valley City; John L. Burgum of Washburn; Martin P. Conmy of Fargo; David L. Drey of Breckenridge, Minnesota; Margaret H. Dzubur of Williston; Donald
W. Flint of Park River; Alvin J. Fosaaen of Egeland; Leonell
W. Fraase of Buffalo; John P. Gillig of Fargo; Arnold 0.
Ginnow of Jamestown; Aloysius T. Hackenberg of Williston;
Forrest E. Henderson of Bismarck; Albert B. Johnson of
Nekoma; Elizabeth Anne Kelly of Hillsboro; Richard L. King
of Grand Forks; Royce W. LaGrave of Grand Forks; Lawrence
J. Lange of Webster; Norbert H. Lange of East Grand Forks,
Minnesota; James E. Leahy, Jr. of Fargo;- Gary L. Lerberg of
Parshall; Simon F. Link of Grand Forks; Robert A. Matt of
East Grand Forks, Minnesota; Edward J. Murphy of Grand
Forks; Reinhold Nathan of Underwood; John D. Nevin of
Springfield, Illinois; Donald R. Newhouse of Grand Forks;
Vernon R. Pederson of Minot; William M. Strehlow of Casselton; Lyle G. Stuart of Hettinger; Glen K. Swanson of Bottineau; Ronald Walter Wheeler of Bismarck; and Bert L. Wilson, Jr. of Bowbells.
Only four of the graduates are non-veterans. All members
of this class deserve recognition for their professional and personal interest in their law studies. The law faculty has confidence in their professional ethical standards. Success will
come to them if they retain their professional ambition.
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The North Dakota Chapter of The Order of the Coif elected
as an Honorary Member Hon. George A. McGee of Minot.
Based on their scholastic record, five students were elected to
The Order of the Coif: William M. Beede of Elgin; Melvin
M. Christianson of Oberon; James E. Leahy of Fargo; Ernst
N. Paul of. Bismarck, and Glenn K. Swanson of Bottineau. The
annual dinner meeting of The Order of the Coif was held on
April 28, 1949 when the elects were awarded the Coif Key and
the Coif certificates.
The North Dakota Bar Association Legal Research Awards
were presented by Ronald N. Davies, Executive Director, on
April 28,. 1949 to the following persons for their research on
North Dakota law and whose articles were published in the
North Dakota Bar Briefs: James E. Leahy, $125; Dudley W.
Butts, $100; Elizabeth A. Kelly, $50; and Francis E. Foughty,
$25. The North Dakota Bar Association has adopted as a
policy to present annual awards for meritorious articles prepared by law students 'which give proof of commendable re-search work on North Dakota law.
The Law Faculty* selected and recommended to the Chief
Justice of the State of North Dakota for approval, the appointment of Ernst N. Paul for assistant Attorney General.
Under the policy adopted by the Attorney General Wallace
Warner, a rotating one year non-political appointment of an
assistant attorney-general will be selected each year from the
graduating class of the University of North Dakota by the
law faculty, based on merits and with the approval of the
Chief Justice of the State of North Dakota.
During the second semester 80 first year students were
enrolled, 44 second year, and 49 third year students. The
fourth summer session in law will be held from June 20 to
August 13, a period of eight weeks. Contracts, Damages, Internaijonal Law, Restitution, Insurance, Labor Law, Federal
Taxation and Equity are the courses which will be scheduled
for the summer term. The following third year students are
candidates for the August commencement: Robert B. Baird
of Dickinson; Amos A. Flaten of Edinburg; Harold Halstead
of Beach; Wilfred C. Lynch of Turtle Lake; Joseph C. McIntee
of Flaxton; and George S. Rischard of Wahpeton. After the
veterans have completed their legal education, there will be
no special remand for the acceleration of time credit and
course credit by offering law courses during the summer term.
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PRE-LAW REQUIREMENTS

At the 1947 annual meeting of the North Dakota Bar Association, the Committee on Legal Education and Admission
to the Bar recommended that the requirement for admission to
the School of Law should be three years of approved college
work. This recommendation was approved by the Bar Association. There has been a general tendency through-out the
United States to require additional pre-law training, so that
pre-law students may have the opportunity to take advanced
college work in Accounting, Taxation, Public Finance, Labor
Problems, International Relations, and advanced courses in
Economics, Commerce and Government. These advanced
courses are of real value to practicing lawyers. Dean E. Blythe
Stason of the University of Michigan School of Law in recommending that pre-law students should complete four years of
college instead of its minimum requirements of three years
said: "Finally, in trying to determine to take a three or four
year pre-law course remember that the fourth year gives a
most valuable opportunity to specialize as well as to round
out the course program. Even though taking the extra college year defers the time of entry into active life, the value
derived from it is well worth the sacrifice of time and effort.
Only compelling consideration of age, family, or financial urgency, should induce the student to sacrifice the final college
year." Certainly if it is advisable to have four years of prelaw study, there are sound reasons why three years of college
work should be required of all prospective law students.
There are 103 law schools in the United States, which are
members of the Association of American Law Schools. Fortysix member law schools require two years of pre-law; thirtynine require three years of pre-law; fifteen require four years
of pre-law; and three have the requirements of two years of
college and four years of law. In other words fifty-four member schools require more than two years of pre-law while
forty-six require the minimum standards.
The University of North Dakota School of Law in February
1948, adopted as a standard the following requirements for
admission to be effective beginning with the academic year
1950-51:
1. Those who hold a bachelor's degree from-the University
of North Dakota or from any institution accredited
therewith, or
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2. Those who have completed three years of acceptable
study in an approved College and have earned ninety
semester hours of college work acceptable for a bachelor's degree granted by the University of North Dakota.
3. Exceptions: Those who are twenty-five years of age or
older whose experience indicates that they are prepared
for the study of law and a professional career, or those
who are war veterans may be admitted, who have completed one-half of a four-year course of study acceptable for a bachelor's degree. Those who are within the
exception clause must present 60 semester credit hours,
which includes specific subjects. The specific subjects are
as follows.credits;
Rhetoric, 6 semester credits; Literature, 4
semester
Accounting, 6 semester credits; College Algebra, 3 to 5 semester credits; American History, 6 semester credits; English-European History, 6
semester credits; Government, 6 semester credits; and
Economics, 6 semester credits. A total of forty-five semester credits in specific courses and fifteen semester
credits of electives will be required of the pre-law students who are within the exceptions.
We all agree that war veterans should continue to have the
privilege of enrolling in the School of Law with two years of
college. The law faculty was also of the opinion that if a
mature person of twenty-five years of age and having had
practical experience in life which gives proof that he is prepared to study law, should be permitted to enroll with two
years of acceptable college work. This exception takes into
consideration age, experience and family responsibilities. An
experienced, intelligent and ambitious person with two years
of specific course training in college should be permitted to
enrolLand complete his legal education by the time he is 28
or 29 years of age. These two reasonable exceptions do not
decrease the merits of the three years pre-law requirements.
Neither the bar association nor the University has the intention of lowering the standards of pre-legal training or of imposing too high a standard for entrance to the legal profession.
Notice of these rules were printed in the Law School Bulletin and University Bulletin for the year 1948. Notices have
been mailed out to several colleges and schools in this state
and other states.
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STUDENT EDITORIAL BOARD

This group constitutes the Student Editorial Board of the
North Dakota Bar Briefs for 1948-49. Professor Richard C.
Maxwell is Faculty Advisor. Professor Maxwell was appointed
Associate Professor of Law in the early part of 1947. He
taught during the Summer Terms of 1947 and 1948 and during the regular academic years 1947-48 and 1948-49. Through
his leadership and guidance the students have acquired a professional interest in legal writing. "Law reviews are the product of a craft technique transmitted from one generation of
law students to the next." It takes time, effort and interest to
train students to take professional pride in legal writing. The
experiences in the leading law schools in the United States
over a period of years have given proof that by means of legal
writing, law students may be better prepared for their profession.
. One effective way to teach law and train future lawyers is*
by having, the students write case notes, comments or articles.
In preparing the notes and comments they acquire the skills
in the technique of legal research. They will make use of legal
history, common law principles and statutory materials. They
will read and compare similar cases, search the text books and
encyclopedias of law. Writing and revising the articles develops certain skills which are of value in writing examinations. Legal writing supplements the regular courses where
the student reads his cases, prepares an abstract of each case,
takes notes and contributes to the class discussion.
We regret to report that Professor Maxwell has resigned
and has accepted an appointment in the University of Texas
School of Law. The Law faculty and the law students feel
grateful that he was with us for two calendar years. His successor will be Professor Robert A. Ford, a graduate of the
University of Minnesota School of Law. Mr. Ford has had law
review experience. F6r two years he was Assistant Editor and
Note Editor of the Minnesota Law Review. He will supervise
the legal writing of the law students by building on the foundation as laid out by Professor Maxwell.
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